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Personality may be organized around certain focal traits
or personality Gestalten characteristic of a given develop-
mental level. Thus, Btihler,54 for example, suggests that
once the child of one year to two years achieves the level
of imaginative experience, all of his activities—expressive,
movement, drawing, construction—are colored by it.
Moore53 studied the adjustment of a small group of
nursery school children to obstacles and distractions intro-
duced in an activity that had previously been learned. He
also studied the personality traits observed in this experi-
mental setup by mfeans of ratings by nursery school teachers,
daily records by teachers of situations in which children
needed help, systematic hourly observations of each child,
and visits to the home.
Recently, several attempts have been made to study the
relationship between certain personality traits and the kind
of treatment in the home. A real difference was found
between the methods of discipline used by parents in two
groups studied,56 but less convincing evidence of a relation-
ship between the personality traits and the kind of disci-
pline. The parents of the group of lower socio-economic
status used the following methods more frequently than did
the parents in the higher occcupational group: penance,
such as making the child sit on a chair or go to bed; a dis-
play of temper to get the child to do what was wanted;
and unconsidered, impulsive punishments which might pop
into the parent's head at the moment. There was some
tendency for desirable characteristics, such as sociability with
other children, attractiveness of personality, the tendency to
face reality, and independence of adult affection or atten-
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